
L.I To identify the legacy of the Greeks 

Lesson 1 – Legacy of Ancient Greeks
Lesson 2 – What is democracy?



Success Criteria

NOVICE  I can describe elements of Ancient Greek life

CAPABLE  I can identify some aspects of Greek life that have 
continued

CONFIDENT 


I can explain how the Ancient Greeks have 
impacted how we live today

PROFICIENT 


I can identify and explain the legacy of the Ancient 
Greeks on life today and how they have changed 
over time



What made the Greeks Great?

Can you think of any examples of how the Ancient Greeks might 
be described as being ‘great’?

Discuss and share your ideas with the class.

What does Legacy mean?



What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks?

These images may give you some more ideas. 
What do you think they show? 



What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks?
Democracy
Democracy is a fair political system where all adults vote
for an elected government. This government then make 
decisions on how to run the country.
Democracy means ‘rule by the people’. It comes from the 
Greek words Dêmos, which means people, and krátos
which means rule or strength.
Democracy began in Ancient Greece. In fact, the Ancient 
Greek system is very famous and has helped to shape 
many systems of democracy around the world today.



What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks?
The Olympic Games
The modern Olympics (since 1896) owe their existence to the Ancient Greeks. 
• The Ancient Olympics were first held in Olympia in 776BC in honour of Zeus 

– King of the Gods. It started with just one running race but developed into 
a five-day festival with events including chariot racing, wrestling, long-
jumping, javelin, discus, boxing and running.

• In 2012, the London Olympics saw 10 000 athletes from                                                    
205 countries participate in 26 different sports, some of                                         
which were also practised at the ancient Games.

• The values of the ancient Olympics – peace, excellence and healthy 
competition – are still important to the Games today.



What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks?

Alphabet
• The word ‘alphabet’ comes from the first two Greek 

letters – ‘alpha’ and ‘beta’. 
• Our alphabet was influenced by the Greek one, 

although ours has two extra letters. 
• Thousands of our words come from Greek too, like 

‘geography’, ‘technology’ and ‘hexagon’.



What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks?
Architecture
• The elegant architecture used by the Greeks to build 

temples and other public buildings has inspired many 
later societies. 

• Greek temples were usually large, rectangular buildings 
propped up by magnificent stone columns and decorated 
with beautiful carvings of leaves or flowers. 

• In the UK, several important public buildings have been 
built in imitation of the classic Greek style.

• The British Museum in London has tall columns and 
ornate roof carvings which were influenced by the 
Ancient Greeks.



What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks?
Sculptures
• The Ancient Greeks made statues for many of the same reasons we do –

memorials and gravestones, and to decorate buildings. Greek statues were 
incredibly detailed and lifelike, and they were often naked. Ancient Greek 
statues were made from marble or bronze. The marble statues that survive 
today are white but would originally have been painted in bright colours.

• Ancient Greek statues are still viewed in museums
by millions of people every year. Between 1801 and                                                                  
1805, many carvings were taken from the Parthenon
and brought to Britain by Lord Elgin. Many of these                                                                      
carvings – known as the Elgin marbles – are still                                                               
displayed in Britain.



What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks?
Theatre
• The Ancient Greeks invented the theatre as we know it. From heart-breaking 

tragedies to side-splitting comedies, many of the plays they wrote are still 
performed onstage today.

• Theatres in Ancient Greece were large open-air spaces,                                                        
carved into natural slopes; this allowed tiered seating
which gave everyone a good view of the stage. The                                                                        
design of the theatre helped sound carry well so the                                                                      
people at the back could hear the actors’ voices.

• Without the Greek invention of acting and the theatre, cinema and 
television as we know them today would not exist.



What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks?
Science and Philosophy
The Greeks were very advanced thinkers who loved exploring the mysteries of 
the universe. Many Greek ideas and discoveries are still relevant to us today. 
• Aristotle was a very wise Greek whose writings have influenced almost 

every field of human knowledge.
• Hippocrates was a Greek doctor – often known as the ‘father of medicine’. 

He realised illnesses weren’t caused by the Gods as punishments – he 
noticed they had natural causes, so he treated people’s symptoms rather 
than praying for them to recover.

• Archimedes is one of the most famous Greek scientists. He discovered you 
can use water to work out the volume of things. He noticed that                  
when you put an object in a container of water, it sinks and the                     
volume of water that spills out is the same as the volume of the object.



What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks?
Your task:

Answer these questions in your book…

• What does legacy mean?

• What do we still have today that was 

developed by the Ancient Greeks?

Write in paragraphs using full sentences. 
For the second question, ensure that you use 
several  examples as evidence to explain your 
answer.



L.I To identify the legacy of 
the Greeks

Lesson 1 – Legacy of Ancient Greeks
Lesson 2 – What is democracy?



Success Criteria

NOVICE  I can describe element of Ancient Greek life

CAPABLE  I can identify some aspects of Greek life that have 
continued

CONFIDENT 


I can explain how the Ancient Greeks have 
impacted how we live today

PROFICIENT 


I can identify and explain the legacy of the 
Ancient Greeks on life today and how have 
changed over time



What is democracy?

Democracy is a fair political system where all adults vote for an elected 
government. This government then make decisions on how to run the 
country.

Democracy means ‘rule by the people’. It comes from the Greek words 
Dêmos, which means people, and krátos which means rule or 
strength.



Where did democracy begin?

Democracy began in Ancient Greece. In fact, the Ancient Greek system 
is very famous and has helped to shape many systems of democracy 
around the world today.



Democracy in Ancient Greece
There were three main systems of democracy in Ancient Greece:

The 
Ekklesia

The 
DikasteriaThe Boule 

• The Ekklesia
were the main 
assembly of 
citizens who 
met to make 
laws and 
decisions.

• Any male 
Athenian 
citizen could 
attend.

• They made 
decisions by a 
simple 
majority vote.

• The Boule 
were a group 
of 500 men 
who served 
for one year.

• They met 
daily and 
made lots of 
decisions.

• They decided 
what issues 
to take to the 
Ekklesia.

• They were 
chosen 
randomly.

• The Dikasteria
was a group of 
500 jurors who 
dealt with 
crimes. 

• There were no 
rules or police so 
the Dikasteria
decided what 
would be tried 
and what the 
sentences would 
be. 

• The jurors were 
chosen daily at 
random.



Who were a part of the democracy?

Men
Athenian
Citizens

Adults



Who was left out of the democracy?

All 
women 

Metic
(not Athenian 

citizens)
Slaves Children 



How did the Ancient Greeks govern?

• In ancient Athens, citizens would gather together on a dusty hill called 
the Pnyx. Here they would decide the city’s laws and who should sit 
on its ruling council. This was ‘democracy’ or ‘rule by the people’.

• All 30,000 citizens of the Ekklesia were men.  A citizen could speak for 
the time it took water to run from one jar into another. When this 
water clock ran out, it was someone else’s turn.

• A jury of 500 citizens - the Dikasteria - decided if someone was guilty 
of law-breaking. Punishments included death. Citizens could also vote 
to get rid of people they disliked. Each man wrote a name on a broken 
bit of pottery called an ‘ostracon’. Anyone named more than 600 
times got kicked out of the city.



How has this influenced us today?

Today, 123 countries around the world use democracy as their for of 
government. The UK is one of them.

As they did in Ancient Greece, Adults in the UK – men and women -
vote in elections to choose a political party, MPs and the Prime 
Minister.

Juries of 12 people decide if someone is guilty of a crime.



What does democracy mean in the UK?

We hold an election to choose someone to represent us.

Most candidates who ’stand’ for election belong to a political party – a 
group of people who share similar beliefs.

Together, people who belong to the party agree on changes they will 
make if they are elected.  These are called policies.

Conservatives Labour Scottish Liberal 
National Party Democrats



Who makes the decisions?
Prime Minister 

Cabinet 
• about 20 ministers.

The House of Lords 
• 742 members who are appointed, not elected.
• They scrutinise and debate bills
• They can stop a bill from passing into law, 

although the House of Commons can overrule 
this after a certain amount of time has passed.

The House of Commons
• The lower house of Parliament 
• The House is an elected body consisting of 

members known as Members of Parliament 
(MPs).

• The UK public elects 650 Members of 
Parliament (MPs) to represent their interests 
and concerns in the House of Commons. 

• MPs consider and propose new laws, and can 
scrutinise government policies



How do you think the Ancient Greek 
democracy systems influenced the 

English government?



In your books now write a few sentences about what you have learnt. Use 
these headings.

What is democracy and where did it begin?

Why is Democracy important?

How did the Ancient Greeks influence democracy in England?

What are the pros and cons of democracy?

How has the elements of democracy changed over time?

Write in full sentences and explain in as much detail as you can.
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